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NOTE:

PONTINUS CLEMENSI (PISCES: SCORPAENIDAE) AT
MALPELO ISLAND, COLOMBIA: NEW SPECIMEN AND
GEOGRAPHIC RANGE EXTENSION

Camilo Mora, Juan M. Jiménez, and Fernando A. Zapala

RESUMEN

Pontinus clemensi (Pisces: Scorpaenidae) en la Isla Malpelo, Colombia: Nuevo
especimen y ampliacién del ambito geogréfico. Pontinus clemensi es una especie descrita con un
reducido niimero de especimenes. En junio de 1999, un espécimen adicional de P. clemensi fue
colectado en la isla Malpelo, Colombia (3° 59° N, B1° 35' W). Este ejemplar permitié ampliar la des-
cripcion original de la especie y su &mbito geografico en el Pacifico Oriental.

PALABRAS CLAVE: Pontinus, rockfishes, Eastern Pacific.

Pontinus clemensi (Fitch, 1955) is a scorpaenid fish species described
on the basis of a single specimen collected off the coast of the state of
Narifio, Colombia (20 25' N, 79° 00" W). An additional specimen was
reported for Paita, Perd (Chirichigno, 1978), and two more for Gorgona
Island, Colombia (Rubio et al., 1987; Franke and Acero, 1996). There is
also a photographic record for Fernandina Island in the Galdpagos Islands
(McCosker et al., 1997). In June of 1999, aboard the “ARC Malpelo”, we
obrained an additional specimen of P clemensi (27.5 cm SL) at Malpelo
Island, Colombia (3° 59" N, 81 35" W). The specimen was placed in the
ichthyological reference collection of Universidad del Valle (CIRUV). This
finding extends the geographic range of this species in the castern Pacific
and provides additional material to improve the description of this species.

Pontinus clemensi Fitch, 1955

(Fig. 1)
Material examined : One specimen (CIRUV-99001) 275 mm SL,
collected by an A.R.C. Malpelo crew member in front of “El Arrecife”,
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